Manuka-based consultants going national

Kanchan Dutt
Bumingss Rapeorkar

Burgeoning management
comultancy Richardsem CvRourke
hie celebrated a pational accolade
b‘r.mn-oun-:ln,g ambitious expansion
plans.

The Manuka frm will be named
one of the country's fstest-growin
sart-up companies o a Aoanct

zine list out mday.

anaging director Dawid
O'Rourke sald vesterday the next
stage would be the opening of a
Melbourne office in June followed by
Intemational grorih.

He =aid the first overseas ventune
wias most likely to be in ng}mng
then Dubal, both within the nex 1
months,

And within five years the alm was
to have branches in all major Aust-
ralian ciiies, Pritain and the United
States,

M O'Rourke and executive direc-
tor Stuart Richardson founded the
business in 2002 and it has enjoyed
growth rates of at least 100 per cent
Every year since.

The besses chose 5t Kilda in
Melbourne as the location for their
first office cutside Canberra afrer
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feeling the city offered a moce
farnilar business setting than Syd-
ey, Mr Richardson said.

-;:l[: ws a bogical extersion,” he

“The culture of cur bisiness is
maore aligned to Melbourne than,
say, Sydoer.

“Melbourne has a strong serse of
community and Is more
relationship-based. It's much like
Canberra in many ways."

Blr 0¥ Rourke sald ooe ey m:.:beEr
had been to carefully pick a hand
of companies to m:r{ with, and then
focus on achieving greater contraces

within that company to take Richard-
son: O Rourke forward, Ope such
partnership had allowed it to mowe
up the ranks of a glebal financial
services firm in Australia and had
opened up the possibiliny of working
with itz operation In I-[-:\uglonF

The company b expecting Inter-
naticnal growth rates to outstrip the
domestc one before too long.

Mr Richardson said, “fustralia is
onhy between 2 and 2 per cent of the
world economy.

“But onhy get one chance, I
vyou fail in budness here you get
throwm on the scrap heap.”

“The lessons we've learnt in Aust-
ralia will help to guide our inter-
national expansion.

Today's inclusion In EBRW
magazine's Upstarts list ks the second
consecutive vear Richardson:
0 Rourke has featured in it

Among the criteria for being
included are the company must hane
generabed more than L5500 000 in
revenue in the Anancial year 200606,
and that sum must be more than for
the previous 12 months.

Entrants cannot have begun
rading before lupe 30, 2002 and need
to be Avstralian, not a subsidiary of a
multinational.




